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DearLy BeLover WETHREN, 


. MMF yl 
EING aſſembled together, -at this 
time, as your meſſengers and repre- 

ſentatives, and united in our endeavours to 


promote the welfare of the ſeveral churches 


which our kind God and Father hath, 1n 
the courſe of his good: providence, called 
us to ſerve, we hope it will be accepted as 
an evidence of that tender and cordial re- 
gard we have for you, if we take this 


method of ſuggeſting to you a few hints, 


by way of admonition, reſpecting the na- 
ture o 


' Ly 


tellowſhip: F 

Fellowſhip, you know, © is a joint- in- 
<< tereſt in certain privileges to which, each 
« member has a right or title,” and implies 
an united engagement to perform thoſe du- 
ties, and proſecute thoſe methods which are 
requiſite in order to a more convenient par- 


— 


ticipation of theſe privileges. The fellow- 
ſhip of profeſſing Chriſtians in a church- 


relation, is a joint- intereſt in the various 


1 e privileges 


that fellowſhip which you have one 
with another, and the ſeveral obligations 
incumbent upon you in conſequence of that 
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ivileges _ advantages which Jeſs, their 
Fand and head, hath graciouſly beſtowed, - 
upon them, in order to their improvement 
in the divine life, and their advancement 
in holineſs and happineſs. This they vo- 
Juntarily take upon themſelves by che ap- 
pointment of their all wiſe and all- com- 
Fee Saviour. 
The, privileges of church fellowſhip are N 
any, and their value inexpreſſible. Here- 
| y believers have acquaintance one with 
| —_— and can therefore better exhort, 
. admoniſh, and comfort one another, kya 
. | 1og to the injunctions which che apoſtics ſo 
5 equently, give reſpecting: theſe important 
TY duties. 


„ 22 15a) Chirililans ought. to love one an- 

2 e of the ſame common | 
„ Fan rever their places of abode are, — l 
t or however they * be diſtinguiſhed by : 

names, ſent! , or, forms of worlhip, __— 

1- | for: the zruth's. ſake, fakg, which is in them:“ _ 
h and church. elbe gives them an op- — 
es | Pportunity of making this love manifeſt ; | "2 
u- and at the ſame time, more powerfully ce- 2} 


re meats, and unites. their hearts together, and „ 
r- | thereby excites in each a deſire to give thoſe 1 
w- | demonſtrations of it, which the ſcriptures 
h- Pian the 7 genuine Chriſtianity 2 
us | will naturally dictate, in thoſe who are, in 


ges Tv and truth, poſſeſſed of it. 
| As the conſequence of real Chriſtian love, 
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this kind of labors.” Thoſe 


aus ſtrengthened ad inflamed by the i inti- 
macy connected with church-fellowſhip, 


there will be ſuch a ſympathetic ſenſe of our 


| brethren' s diſtreſſes, as will naturally en 


gage our minds to “ bear one another's Fel 


* bens; to ©. weep with thoſe who weep. 
« and to rejoice with thoſe who rejoice,” 


and to purſue every laudable method of 


alleviating. the ſorrows of thoſe who are at- 
tended with them, and promoting the pre- 
ſent and future Were of all with wf 99 
we are united. n 

The two poſitive wien of the New 
Teſtament, Baptiſm and the Supper of the 
Lord, ought to he adminiſtered to thoſe who 


g delieve; the former only once, to thoſe who 
155 adlmitted as proper "ſubjects of fellow- 


„in order to their ATT . F all 
eh Irch: privileges; and fe other to be hh 
quently repeated, and nde to the en 

of life; for the edification and comfort of 


all the members 0 the urch. N een 


As there are, of nMef 180% G Pott ſpiritual 
and temporal concerns 10 be managed in 
every church of Chriſt, fuitable perſons 
ought to be ſet apart. for the management 
of them, ſuch as the body of the members 


themſelves approve of as duly ee f it for 


ianage 
"ind tem] Doral concerns of the church, are, in 
cri pture, called deacons; thoſe. who manage 
REF ſpiritual 7 elders, miniſters, or 


18955 Paſtors. 
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paſtors. - Theſe, under the authority of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, execute their office, intirely, and 


only, by the conſent and approbation of the. 


chureh; and the members of the church 


have a full right to judge of the qualifica- 


tions of ſuch officers, and their performance 


of what their office requires; and full power 


to chooſe or refuſe ſuch officers, as may be- 


judged moſt conducive to the AP tn of 
their own ſouls, and the advantage and cre- 
dit of religion. 


In every part of church- buſineſs, in 


maintaining and improving order and diſ- 
cipline in it, with: whatever relates hereto,, 
or is conſequent hereupon, the power is en 
tirely lodged in the church, (the officers: 
being included) nor can her members juſtly. 


give away this. power. to any other perſon or: 


perſons whatſoever. Only, in all theſe 
Gaſes, the New Teſtament ought to be their 
rule, and every part of church- work ought. 
to be attended to; and performed, intirely 
according to the directions contained] in this 
inſpired and infallible book. 

No one is a proper ſubject. of ase 


fellowſhip, nor ought to be admitted to 

church- ordinances, who does not give cre- 

dible evidence that he is converted to God, 

and pay an univerſal and unreſerved regard. 

to the duties enjoined uꝑon believers in the 
New Teſtament. 


Theſe remarks, beloved. brethren, appear: 
9 AJ d 


us agreeable to the word of truth, 100 con- 


tain the inſtructions which, you know, we 
are, from time to time, explaining and re- 


eommending to you, as opportunity admits, 
and neceſſity requires, in the courſe of our 


miniſtry. Yet we think it proper to lay 


them before you in this brief manner, and 
wiſh you to obſerve them, and to keep them 
in memory; and would farther, offer to; 
your attentive regard, ſeveral obligations 


incumbent upon you, in conſequence of 


your fellowſhip one with another, in the 
church of Chriſt. 

I. You will cally ſee, brethren, how: ne- 
ceffary it is, with all your might, to endea- 


vour that you may be all of one mind, and 


one heart; and that the unity of the ſpirit 


may be preſerved among you, in the bond 


of peace. Reaſon, ſcripture and fact, all 


. conſpire to prove that “ a houſe divided 


<« againſt itſelf cannot ſtand,“ and that 
nothing more effectually obſtructs the wel- 


fare of a Chriſtian church, than feuds, ani- 


molities, contentions, and diſcord. 

II. You are under an indiſpenſible fie 
ceſſity of being faithful and free one with 
another. Without this, you cannot ſuc- 


ceſsfully perform the ſeveral duties of ex- 


hortation, reproof, adnionition” and com- 
fort, which are, by the appointment of our: 
Lord and Saviour continually incumbent: 
upon you, and are to be TG attended. 
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to on the one hand; and accepted on the 
other, for the welfare of your precious and 
unmortal ſuuls here and hereafter, in orden 
that your ſpirit and converſation may be 
fuch as become the goſpel of Chriſt, and 

that you may take ſweet couniel together, 
and conduct the affairs of the bleſſed Re- 
deemer's Kingdom with unmimity. Doge 
and ſucceſs. 

Nom we have cas reprooß to Bot 
brethren; we would. drop a word particulars 
ly on this very important, though we fear, - 
much neglected duty. When any one acts 
contrary'to the profeffion he makes, we need 
not give you any proof that it is your duty 
to reprove ſuch a perſon. This is manifeſt 
from the awful importance of that cauſe in 
which you are embarked; from: the relation 
you ſtand-in to each other, as well as from 
the injunctions of ſcripture. Nor is any; 
thing more evident than the propriety and 
neceſſity of doing this in meetneſs and love, 
at the ſame time that you do it with faith- 
folneſs and freedom. If any one ſhould un- 
happily be guilty of perſonal offt nc es againſt 
any brother or ſiſter, our Lord has given 
the offended perſon a plain rule, in ſuch a. 
caſe, which we wiſh, for your own ſakes, fon 
our ſakes, and for the fake of our bleſſed Sa- 
Viour, whom you profeſs to ſerve and honor, 
you would never forget. If thy brother 
4 forte, de * thee,” ſays our adorable 

KRedeemer 
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Redeemer, © go, and tell him his fault be- 
« tween thee and him alone: if he ſhall hear 
t thee thou halt gained thy brother; bur 
« if he will not hear thee, then take with 
« thee one or two more, that in the mouth 
«of two or three witneſſes every word 
may be eſtabliſhed. And if he neglect 
« to hear them, tell it to the church; but 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him. 
« be unto thee as an heathen. man and a. 


publican.“ Matt. xvill. 15, &c. 


IH. You are under the ſtrongeſt obliga- 


tions to take every one his part in every 


work of duty and difficulty which is neceſſary, 
to be undertaken in order to promote the in- 
tereſt of Jeſus. Chriſt, left one ſhould be 
eaſed and another burthened. If any one 


draw back in theſe caſes, the conſequences 


of ſuch conduct are dreadful.. It weakens 
the hands, and afflicts the minds of others; 
it is a very bad example to thoſe who are ca- 
pable of being influenced by it. Too fre- 
quently it ſows the ſeeds of contention and 
diſcord in the church. Beſides, we beſeech: 


you to remember, brethren, that when any, 


circumſtance of this kind occurs, every 
member of the church feels the unhappy: 
effects of it, and therefore every. member. 
ſhould endeavour to avoid it. And what- 
ever happineſs a church enjoys by the united; 
efforts here recommended, every member- 


| Sages. in-ſuch happineſs; Remember alſo,. 


| brethren, 


T + 1 


brethren, that you are all artakers in the 
Ive of God, and he rich advantages he be- 


flows upon you in church - fellowif ip. Lou 


are, therefore, under every imaginable c obli- 


gation to unite in every effort by which theſe 
privileges may be preſerved to you, and moſt 


advantageoufly enjoyed by you. 
AV. As the miniſtration of the word a 


ordinances i is one of thoſe precious advan- 
tages you enjoy in chureh-fellowſhip, and 


both el e chief ſupport ' of them, and the 
chief means of your edißeation by them; 

and your edification will be prom ted, In 
der the bleſſing of God , in proportion to the 
livelineſs, une, and power with. which 


wie miniſter amon eh you, 2 make 
t:'of 


good improve our mimiſtrations; ; 


and as We an f uf own ſelves do bothing) Hi 


it hence follows,” that it is your netmben 


duty, and will greatly contribute to your 5 | 


proſperity,” to be earneſt in prayer. for the 


fopply: of the Spirit of Jeſus @hHt tobe | 


poured down upon us, to qualify us for,/and 


attend us in, every part of gur mini. erial 
wok: Therefore, 2 Brethren, ray for e us!“? 


V. As the bleſſed God himfelf eſteeras, 
ate livelya and well- inſtructed Chriſtian 
will certainly eſteer 4 name and a pIBG in 


the church of Chriſt, ſuch ab you; enjoy, 


better than of ſons and bf daughrets'; ſt 18 


incumbent upon you to be very thankfuß for 


die benefits you enjoy. 1 in this reſpe De 


attend diligently to every ordinance, 


joint: labourers of God 


5 
not to neglect meetings for keeping up or- 

der and cee endeavour to the ut: 
molt of your power, to make good umprove- 
ment of every advantage which the Gd of 
love hath graciouſly put into your. hands, 
for the nouriſhment and comfort: of your 
fouls, and for the leading of you. n with 
ſafety, credit, and pleaſure, to the regions 
of conſummate and endleſs felicity. /O,bre- 
thren] give thanks unto the E at ail 
times, for the honor he has conferred upon 

you, and as he has advanced you to great 
dignity, in compariſon with which, cxqwns 


and kingdoms, are mere trifles; we, asfthe 


ev 44 
8 


for your ſalvation, 
beſeech you that ye . receive not the grace 


«of God,“ in this ꝓondr ous manifeſtation 5 


# 
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of it, in yaln,” as you certain wills If 


your ſouls do not hereby grow in . grace, 


nd in the knowledge of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. RT a $9954 4 142 A oy '$ x2 Þ i. w= 1 

VI. You are thus highly favoured of God. 
that, in the enjoyment of theſe great privi- 
leges, you may be . trees of righteouſneſs, 
« the planting of the Lord, that he may 


<< be glorified,” i. e. That Go d may be glo- 


riged.,by, your fruitfulneſs in every good 
word and work, Itſis therefore incumbent _ 
upon you, brethren, to walk humbly with 
God, and to act conſcientiouſly before him, 
and zealouſly for him, in every . 
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and in every as in blah the Lord in - 


the courſe 'of his wiſe providence, may 
place you. - By this'means,: your light will 


fo ſhine : belies men, that they will fee your 
good works, and glorify your Father, who 


is in heaven. 
To conclude, let the awful charge of 
your ſouls, committed unto us, the regard 


we would ever have for the honor of God | 


our Saviour; and eſpecially, the relation 
we ſtand in toryou, and our tender regard 


for your preſent and eternal welfare, apo- 


logize for us, while we open, as it were, 


our very hearts to you, and ſay, Brethren, 


« dearly beloved, and longed for, our joy 
« and crown, ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord, 


&« dearly beloved.“ And, © if there be any 
c“ conſolation in Chriſt, if any comfort of . 


* love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 


E any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye our joy, 


ce 3 ye be like-minded, having the ſame 


love, being of one accord, and of one 
2 mind.“ „„We beſzech you, brethren, 


« and exhort you, by the Lord Jeſus, that 
« as ye-have received of us how ye ought 
de to walk, and to Pleaſe God, ſo ye would 
e abound more and more.“ In hopes that 


you will keep theſe exhortations in mind, 


and will, in a practical regard to them, 
preſs forward towards the mark, for the 


rize of your high calling of God in Chriſt 
Fer and that you wan hereafter be our 


joy, 
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